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Followin g t h e A u gu st  6, 2012 a t t a ck of a  Un it ed St a t es Pa rk Police Depa rt m en t  m ou n t ed officer  a n d h is h orse

by  a  dog n ea r Crissy  Field in  t h e Presidio, t h e Sa n  Fra n cisco Police Depa rt m en t ’s V iciou s a n d Da n gerou s

A n im a l Un it  con du ct ed a  h ea rin g. Du rin g t h a t  h ea rin g, ev iden ce wa s presen t ed by  bot h  t h e US Pa rk Police,

wh ich  h a d com plet ed a  com preh en siv e in v est iga t ion  of t h e in ciden t  a n d by  t h e own er of t h e dog. 

In  t h is ca se, a  US Pa rk Police Officer  wa s pa t rollin g a n  a rea  of t h e Pa rk t h a t  is open  t o off lea sh , v oice con t rol

exercise of dogs. T h is a rea  is n ot  a  fen ced in  dog ru n  or dog pa rk a s h a s been  a llu ded t o in  ot h er a ccou n t s. Dog

own ers u sin g t h is a rea  a re requ ired t o m a in t a in  con t rol  of t h eir  pet s. 

Wh ile pa ssin g t h rou gh  t h is a rea , a  dog iden t ified a s a n  A m erica n  St a ffordsh ire T errier  sa w t h e Pa rk Police

m ou n t ed t ea m  a n d ra n  t owa rds t h em , cov erin g a pproxim a t ely  200 feet . Upon  rea ch in g t h e equ est ria n  t ea m ,

t h e dog lea pt  u p a n d bit  t h e officer  on  h is leg. T h e officer  ordered t h e dog own er t o t a ke con t rol  of h is dog.

T h e own er fa iled t o do so a llowin g t h e dog t o a t t a ck t h e h orse, bit in g h im  on  t h e a bdom en , t h en  lockin g on

t h e h orse’s leg. T h e h orse fell  a n d t h rew t h e officer  wh o la n ded on  t h e grou n d a n d wa s kn ocked u n con sciou s.

T h e h orse ra n  from  t h e scen e wit h  t h e dog in  pu rsu it . T h e in v est iga t ion  det erm in ed t h a t  t h e h orse ra n

(a pproxim a t ely  on e m ile) ba ck t o it s st a ble, a  pla ce of sa fet y . Un fort u n a t ely , t h e st a ble doors were closed

a n d t h e pu rsu in g dog a t t a cked t h e h orse a  secon d t im e, in flict in g a ddit ion a l  in ju ries. T h e h orse ra n  t o t h e

rea r of t h e st a ble wh ere t h e dog a t t a cked for a  t h ird t im e. Esca pin g t h is a t t a ck, t h e despera t e h orse ra n  in  a

west erly  direct ion  (a n ot h er on e-h a lf m ile) t o t h e a rea  of A rm ist ea d Roa d a n d Ra m sel  Cou rt  wit h  t h e dog

st il l  on  a t t a ck. A  Pa rk Police Mot orcy cle Officer  ca u gh t  u p t o t h e pa ir  a n d in t erv en ed en din g a n y  fu rt h er

a t t a ck. 

T h e fleein g h orse cov ered a pproxim a t ely  on e a n d a  h a lf m iles in  it s effort s t o get  a wa y  from  t h e pu rsu in g

dog. A s a  resu lt  of t h is a t t a ck, t h e h orse wa s bit t en  t h irt een  t im es, su st a in in g seriou s bit e wou n ds t o it s legs,

h in d qu a rt ers, ch est  a n d a bdom in a l  a rea s. A s a  resu lt , t h e h orse wa s st a bled for  ov er t wen t y  da y s a n d h a s

ret u rn ed t o l im it ed serv ice. T h e Officer’s ridin g boot  prev en t ed in ju ry  from  t h e dog’s bit e, bu t  h e did su st a in

a  seriou s in ju ry  wh en  h e wa s t h rown  from  t h e h orse. T h e officer  h a s sin ce ret u rn ed t o du t y . 

In  com in g t o a  decision  in  t h is in v est iga t ion , t h e Police Depa rt m en t ’s V iciou s a n d Da n gerou s A n im a ls Un it

t ook in t o con sidera t ion  t h e circu m st a n ces of t h e ca se, t h e will in gn ess a n d a bilit y  of t h e dog’s own er t o t a ke

respon sibilit y  for  t h e a n im a l a n d t h e h ea lt h , sa fet y  a n d welfa re of t h e com m u n it y . 
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It  wa s det erm in ed t h a t  t h e dog exh ibit ed h u m a n  direct ed a ggression  a n d a n  ext rem ely  h igh  degree of “prey

driv e” dem on st ra t ed by  it s ext en siv e pu rsu it  a n d m u lt iple a t t a cks on  t h e h orse. T h e su ggest ion  t h a t  t h e

a t t a ckin g dog wa s rea ct in g ou t  of fea r is in a ppropria t e a s t h e loca t ion  of t h e h orse’s wou n ds were n ot

con sist en t  wit h  in ju ries t h a t  wou ld be ca u sed by  a  fea rfu l  dog, wh ich  t y pica lly  bit e a t  h oov es a n d a n kles.

T h e pu rsu it  a n d bit es t o t h e h orse’s t orso a re in dica t iv e of a  desire t o seriou sly  in ju re or  kil l . Weigh in g t h e

ev iden ce presen t ed a t  t h e h ea rin g, t h e h ea rin g officer  m a de t h e difficu lt  decision  t h a t  t h e dog wa s a  “v iciou s

a n d da n gerou s a n im a l” a n d h a d n o a lt ern a t iv e bu t  t o order t h e a n im a l be eu t h a n ized. 

T h e V iciou s a n d Da n gerou s A n im a ls Un it  does n ot  t a ke su ch  decision s l igh t ly  a n d m a kes ev ery  effort  t o fin d

rem edies t o keep a n im a ls wit h  t h eir  own ers. In  t h e v a st  m a jorit y  of dog bit e ca ses, a ccom m oda t ion s a re

m a de a llowin g t h e dog t o rem a in  wit h  t h e own er, wit h  cert a in  rest rict ion s. Un fort u n a t ely , t h ere a re ca ses

in  wh ich  a n  a n im a l is deem ed da n gerou s a n d t h e sa fet y  a n d welfa re of t h e com m u n it y  dict a t es t h a t  t h e

a n im a l be eu t h a n ized. T h e Un it  receiv es, on  a v era ge, 450 dog bit e report s per y ea r. Of t h ose ca ses, t h e Un it

h olds a pproxim a t ely  120 “v iciou s a n d da n gerou s dog” h ea rin gs wh ere sa dly  fiv e percen t  of t h ose h ea rin gs

resu lt  in  a n  order t o eu t h a n ize. In  som e of t h ose ca ses, t h e own ers com e t o t h e sa m e con clu sion  a n d

v olu n t a rily  h a v e t h e a n im a l pu t  down .
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